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 The Office of Chief Public Defender supports Raised Bill No. 1222, An Act 
Concerning Parents with Child Support Obligations.  This bill would establish a pilot 
employment program through December 31, 2012 in 3 Judicial Districts for people with 
child support obligations. A person with child support obligations would be able to 
apply for an employment opportunity under the program and would not be 
incarcerated.  The bill also provides a possible tax credit for employers who participate 
in the pilot program.  
 
 Each day that a parent remains incarcerated for non-payment of child support, 
he/she is unable to be employed and pay any child support.  In addition, any amount 
due continues to accumulate and accrue interest.  If there was ever a need for family 
support, it is truly during the times when financial burdens are at their greatest.  
Incarceration does not make any burden easier or assist in the payment of a person’s 
financial obligations. In fact, when a parent is unable to make the required payments 
and is incarcerated, the people impacted the most are the children and family of the 
parent. When a parent is incarcerated, their children are not only deprived of the 
financial support that might be provided if the parent is ultimately able to obtain 
employment, but are also deprived of the love and physical presence of their parent in 
their daily routines and lives. Obtaining employment in the current economy is difficult 
enough and greatly impacts already vulnerable relationships. This bill would provide 
an opportunity for employment to those who apply, in lieu of incarceration.   
 
 For these reasons, the Office of Chief Public Defender urges support of this bill.  
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